January 23, 1995

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senator withhold that?
Mr. PRESSLER. Yes.

IS CONGRESS IRRESPONSIBLE?
YOU BE THE JUDGE OF THAT

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the in-
credibly enormous Federal debt is a lot
like television’s well-known energizer
bunny—it keeps going and going—at
the expense, of course, of the American
taxpayer.

Many politicians talk a good game—
when they are back home—about
bringing Federal deficits and the Fed-
eral debt under control. But so many of
these same politicians regularly voted
in support of bloated spending bills
during the 103d Congress, which per-
haps is a primary factor in the new
configuration of U.S. Senators.

This is a rather distressing fact as
the 104th Congress gets down to busi-
ness. As of Friday, January 20, 1994, the
Federal debt stood—down to the
penny—at exactly $4,796,537,934,595.60,
or $18,207.74 per person.

Mr. President, it is important that
all of us monitor, closely and con-
stantly the incredible cost of merely
paying the interest on this debt. Last
year, the interest on the Federal debt
totaled $190 billion.

Mr. President, my hope is that the
104th Congress can bring under control
the outrageous spending that created
this outrageous debt. If the party now
controlling both Houses of Congress, as
a result of the November elections last
year, does not do a better job of getting
a handle on this enormous debt, the
American people are not likely to over-
look it in 1996.

————

A TRIBUTE TO SEATTLE’S BRAVE
FIREFIGHTERS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, 2
weeks ago, four Seattle firefighters
died in the line of duty: Lit. Walter Kil-
gore, Lit. Gregory Shoemaker, and fire-
fighters Randall Terlicker and James
Brown. They are heroes in the truest
sense of the word. Jon Gillis, president
of the Seattle Firefighters Union, said
these four men gave their lives for the
noblest of causes, for the safety and
protection of others. I join him in that
sentiment.

In the midst of this tragedy, the com-
munity came together to pay homage
to these fallen firefighters. But the
pain of this loss extended beyond Se-
attle: More than 10,000 firefighters, po-
lice officers, paramedics, and citizens
from across North America and from as
far away as Australia, came to Seattle
to honor these firefighters.

Too often, we fail to say thank you
to these brave men and women who
serve us as firefighters, police officers,
and members of the Armed Forces. The
professions they have chosen are full of
risk. Seattle Mayor Norm Rice re-
cently reminded us these guardians of
our society play a special role, and,
tragically, sometimes pay the ultimate
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price for their service. They are ex-
traordinary individuals and make a
real difference in our lives and in our
communities. They are quiet heroes
who deserve our respect, our admira-
tion, and our gratitude.

Their families also share the hard-
ships and pain that come along with
these jobs. I know because one of my
brothers is a firefighter in Tacoma,
WA, and I can tell you the danger in-
herent in his job is felt by his imme-
diate and extended family. I would like
to take this opportunity to personally
thank the men and women, and their
families, who dedicate their lives to
protecting our communities.

I am deeply saddened by the death of
these four firefighters, and want to pay
tribute to the sacrifice these extraor-
dinary individuals have made. Lit. Wal-
ter Kilgore, Lt. Gregory Shoemaker,
and firefighters Randall Terlicker and
James Brown truly represent what is
best about America.

ON THE LIFE OF MARIYAMA
DOROTHY COLE

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, it is my
great pleasure to take this opportunity
to remark on the life of Mariyama
Dorothy Cole, who passed away this
month.

Mariyama, a resident of Windsor, was
an inspiration and joy to her family
and friends. She was Marie to all who
knew her. Marie was a girl of unique
and distinctive beauty, but it was her
inner strength and serenity that were
most remarkable.

To understand what made Marie a
person so deserving of recognition one
must know the awesome changes Marie
helped inspire and the incredible
perserverance she demonstrated on a
daily basis.

Today, because of Marie, children in
the State of Connecticut who have
complex health care needs of disabil-
ities are better able to live at home
with their families. Mariyama and her
family challenged existing policies
that were contrary to family unifica-
tion. She was instrumental in the pas-
sage of several pieces of legislation
that will foster better services for fam-
ilies and children. She was the first
child with special needs to attend to-
tally inclusive classes in her hometown
high school.

Throughout her 18 years of life,
Marie gave more love and educated
more people than most individuals do
in two lifetimes. Mariyama’s deter-
mination was mighty; her courage and
fortitude fierce; her presence impos-
sible to ignore. She asked for nothing
and yet taught her family and friends
how to give and share with others the
love that overflowed from her.

Marie has left an indelible mark on
my State. Thousands of children have
already benefitted from Marie’s life,
and many more will benefit from her
legacy.

S1299

MEDICAL EMERGENCY FOR
SENATOR PATRICK LEAHY

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I
would like to inform my colleagues
that Senator LEAHY was not present for
votes Thursday evening due to a family
medical emergency. On behalf of the
Senate, I extend our prayers to his en-
tire family and our hopes that he will
be able to resume his official duties
very soon.

———

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE
ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES

Mr. PELL. Mr. President, this year
marks the 30 year anniversary of the
establishment of the National Founda-
tion on the Arts and the Humanities.
In 1965 Senator Jacob Javits and I
sponsored this legislation to foster the
development of excellence in American
art and culture. After a long and dis-
tinguished history of nurturing the
arts in our Nation, the National En-
dowment for the Arts has in recent
years become the subject of some con-
troversy concerning the funding of cer-
tain works which many of our citizens
consider offensive. In light of this, I
would like to explain why I believe
that the National Endowment for the
Arts has been a tremendous boon to
our Nation and should continue as a
viable entity for the support of Amer-
ican culture.

Our Nation’s Arts Endowment pro-
vides critical assistance for cultural
works and presentations in music, the-
ater, literature, dance, design arts, and
folk arts around the country. This
year, in my own State of Rhode Island,
the Endowment provided funds to ren-
ovate painting and sculpture facilities
in the Museum of Art at the Rhode Is-
land School of Design, supported an
after-school arts education program for
minority neighborhood youth in the
fourth and fifth grades, and funded the
Trinity Repertory Theater, one of the
Nation’s premier theaters. In other
areas, the NEA funded a Music in our
Schools program in Providence and
aided a folk arts apprenticeship pro-
gram. Without this funding, Mr. Presi-
dent, many of these programs would
simply not exist. In this context, I ask
unanimous consent that these edi-
torials from the Providence Journal
and others from around the country in
support of the National Endowment be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Providence Journal, Jan. 15, 1995]
WE NEED THE NEA

The Newt Congress has cast a cold eye on
the National Endowment for the Arts, the
federal agency that provides grants to arts
organizations and individual artists.

As federal budget items go, the NEA is no
behemoth. Its allotment this year is $167.4
million, nearly $3 million less than the en-
dowment had to work with a year ago, and
an annual outlay of roughly 65 cents for
every man, woman and child in America.
(When was the last time you could get into
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